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 NCs. 21-22.] MAN. [1909.

 which one end has been accidentally broken off. Its possessor, in order to render
 it of service to himself again, possibly also to give it better balance, has cleverly

 snicked a piece out of each of the two edges, thereby affording himself an arrowhead
 slightly barbed. From each edge the piece has been taken out by a single downward

 stroke or application of pressure at right angles to the face of the flint. The latter

 is blackish in the middle, and of a deep amber colour towards the edges. Weight,

 291 grains.

 In both the above cases an untrimmed portion of the inner face of the flake from

 which the little implement was made is visible in the middle thereof.

 Of the first arrowhead the outer, of the second the inner, face is shown. The
 outer face of each arrowhead is much like the inner, but that of the second has an

 unremoved rising near the middle.

 The third drawing is of a metal implement, apparently of bronze, picked up by

 Mr. Hole two miles from Marlborough, in a road newly repaired with flint, no doubt
 from the Downs. In a barrow opened near Marlborough

 iii 1907 a miniature bronze dagger or knife (?) was

 found in company with gold ornaments, &c. It was

 of rather different form from the present instrument, but,

 FIG. 1. FIa. 2. FIG. 3.

 I think, of the same general type. The contents of the barrow belonged to the
 Bronze Age. The weight of the little tool here figured is just over z OZ.

 H. G. 0. KENDALL.

 REVIEWS.

 Africa: Congo. Van Overbergh.
 Les Basonge (Etat Ind. du Congo). Par Cyr. van Overbergh. Collection 99

 de Monographies ethnographiques III. Brussels, 1908. Pp. xvi + 565. LL
 26 x 17 cm. Price lOs.

 The series of which this volume is the third might almost be said to mark an
 era in the history of anthropology. Of course much, very much, remains to be done
 in the way of scientific investigation of the ethnography of primitive peoples, but, in

 order that this investigation may be as successful as possible, a knowledge of the
 information already collected is necessary, especially as contact with Europeans has
 wrought such differences during the past few years. The reports of the earlier
 explorers have an especial value, but these reports, made at a time when anthropology
 was not yet a science, are so scattered that the labour involved in their collection
 is most arduous, and involves a protracted search through periodical and other literature
 of almost every kind.

 The system on which the series under review is arranged is as follows: each
 volume deals with a particular tribe in the Congo Free State, and contains all the
 passages relating to that tribe, collected from every kind of literature, reprinted at
 length, and arranged under the headings adopted for the questionnaire approved by
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 the Congre's mondial de Mons in 1905. To this is added as much new information
 as couid be gathered, by means of that questionnaire, from observers on the spot,

 to whom were sent copies of the collected published material for comment and

 amplification. The new information is printed in larger type. Each page is perforated

 so that it can be torn out and the whole rearranged to suit the requirements of any
 special student, and to facilitate this object no two subjects are treated on the same

 page ; if the matter dealing with oine given subject does lnot suffice to fill both sides of a

 leaf, the rest is left blank. At the beginning of each volume is a complete biblio-

 graphy of the literature dealing with the tribe in question, followed by a second
 bibliography of all illustrations relating to it ; the latter bibliography, as the text,

 is divided into headiiigs corresponding to the sections of the questionnaire employed.

 At the end is a specially prepared ethnological map, and, in the case of the volume

 under discussion, a few illustrations of an ethnographical nature. An index of the

 headings under which the information is arranged is also given. Thus a complete

 compendium of all that is known concernling each tribe, arranged in the manner most

 convenient for reference and comparison, is ready to the hand of the anthropological

 student or of the administrator who wishes to know something about the social life

 and institutions of the people amongst whom his work is to lie.

 It would be worse than otiose to enlarge on the extrenle value of such a series,

 and it is of the lhappiest augury for the future of the Congo Free State that it shouild

 be found possible in Belgium to issue suiecessfully a collection of monographs which
 renders administration on proper scientific lines a reasonable possibility.

 Another point of interest is found in the fact that these monographs are a

 vindicationi of the questionnaire, which has of late been attacked by some whose

 opinions are certainly of weight. It is true that this particular questionnaire is capable

 of considerable improvement; but, with all its limitations, it can, judged by results, be

 called a success. Volumes dealing with the Bangala, Mayurmbe, and Mangbettu have

 already appeared, and one on the WATaregga is promised shortly. The subject of this
 particular monograph, the Basonge, a tribe belonging to the great Baluba family, and

 situated roughly between the Sarnkuru and Lualaba aild 40 30' and 6? 30' of south lati-

 tude, is of especial interest to the reviewer, since the expedition under the leadership

 of Mr. Torday has collected a number of notes concerning its ethnography which are

 as yet unpublished, and on whichi he has had the pleasuire of working ; these notes,
 though they contain many details of the greatest importance, chiefly dealing with

 religion and sociology, whichl do -not appear in the monograph, confirm in many respects

 the new material published therein, and it is this new material which ilaturallv possesses

 the greatest interest. The contributor who has in the present volume added by far

 the most to existing knowledge is M. R. Schmitz, who has spent four years among

 the most easterly branch of this tribe. It is interesting to note that certain important

 differences exist between the sub-tribes studied by him and the Namale amonlgst whom
 Mr. Torday's work chiefly lay, and who are situated a degree and a half further west.

 For instance, belief in transmigration, which appears to exist in the east, is not

 found in the west; certain rights of asylum allowed in the west are absent in the

 east ; inheritance is observed orn a different system; the methods of expressing
 numerals by gesture differ in toto in the two localities; also certain words, notably

 the names of sun anid stars.

 A more important divergence relates to the ethnographical map accompanying the

 volume. Here the village Mokunji is placed definitely within the Basonge sphere

 the information at the disposal of the reviewer shows that the Mokunji district for

 some distance to the south of that village is now occupied by the Sungu tribe of

 Batetela, to whom the Basonge lost part of their northern territory in the first half

 of the nineteenth century. It might be useful to indicate this in future editions, or
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 in one of the supplementary pages which the editor promises to issue from time to

 time as fresh information is obtained.

 This series is so good that it is difficult to make any suggestions for improvement

 but one or two points might be mentioned which occur to the reviewer. The most

 important is the following. It is true that the editor in his introduction mentions

 in broad terms the localities in which the contributors of new matter have worked,

 but that is hardly enough: it is of the highest importance, especially in view of the

 differences which appear to occur between east and west in this particular case, that the

 name of the sub-tribe should be mentioned with each piece of information given

 this might easily be inserted in brackets.

 The second point concerns the perforation of the pages. It seems very doubtful

 whether this is necessary or even advisable; it renders the pages liable to become

 detached unintentionally, and might cause a great deal of trouble in scientific libraries

 and aggravation to individuals who wished to retain the admirable arrangement

 observed in the monograph. Those who wish to arrange the pages on their own

 system (and they will be a small minority) could attain the required end quite easily

 by means of a penknife and a ruler. On the whole the disadvantages of the present

 system appear to outweigh by far the advantages.

 With regard to two grounds on which, according to the editor in the preface, the

 series has been criticised already, it is almost certain that the great majority will

 support M. van Overbergb. It was said that the reprinting of published matter in the
 language in which it first appeared (in the case of languages other than Freuch) was

 inconvenient, but the author justly observes that the importance of preserving the

 actual words is paramount, and the dangers involved in a translation are serious.

 Further, it was maintained that the publication of contradictory evidence would lead

 to mystification of the student; but surely the apposition of varying statements is of
 the greatest importance. Enough has been said to show the very high value of the

 series of monographs, and the greatest of credit is due to M. van Overbergh for the

 energy and public spirit which led him to organise and carry out in so masterly a
 fashion a work which entails months of the most patient and laborious toil. To the

 man who is capable of performing a task such as this, and in this fashion, the com-

 pletion of the work is sufficient reward ; but to this will be added in the present case

 the heartfelt gratitude of all students of African ethnography, which should, and

 doubtless will, be supplemented by similar gratitude on the part of the government

 which administers the colony in which these tribes are found. In Belgium, which

 possesses one colony, means for the scientific study of the subject tribes are provided
 by the Ministry of Public Instruction. What of the other European countries which
 rule over, not one, but many colonies ? T. A. J.

 Australia, Central. Strehlow.
 Die Aranda und Loritja-Stamme in Zentral-Australien. By C. Strehlow.

 Verbffentlichungen aus dem Stadtischen Volker Museum, Frankfurt am Main. L
 Frankfurt: Baer, 1908. Second notice. Cf. MAN, 1908, 14.

 In reviewing Mr. Strehlow's interesting volumes on the Arunta, or Aranda, I had
 not room to describe their system of totemic beliefs. We saw that when the waters
 retired from the earth at the bidding of one of the self-existing beings whom Alijira
 did not allow to poach on his celestial hunting grounds, many more such beings came
 forth, Altjirangamnitina. These wandered about, like the Alcheringa folk of Messrs.

 Spencer and Gillen, each of them being, in Mr. Tylor's phrase, a kind of " species-god,"
 and each in close rapport with the animals of their species, and capable of assuming its
 form. Mr. Strehlow says that these A.J. take a part in forwarding the action of the
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